
 



Office Hours 

Revised for the Month of 

April 

Please Note: Congregation Albert’s 

building is closed for the month of 

April due to the spread of Covid-19.  

All onsite events scheduled this 

month have been canceled, 

postponed, or moved to an online 

platform. 

Staff will be answering the phone 

lines during these times: 

 Monday—Closed 

Tuesday—9:30am—1:00pm 

Wednesday—9:30am—1:00pm 

Thursday—9:30am—1:00pm 

Friday—9:30am—1:00pm 

Saturday—Closed 

Sunday—Closed 

Board of Trustees 

President: Dale Atkinson 

 DaleAtkinson@congregationalbert.org 

VP Finance: Simon Goldfine  

VP Security: James Spigel 

Secretary: Jeffrey Paul 

Treasurer: Daniele Williams 

Past President: David Janik 

Trustees: 

 Linda Lefton 

 Jenny Moran 

 Sarah Newman 

 Joyce Phillips-Syme 

 Jodi Sears 

 Stuart Simon 

 Scott Steinberg 

Brotherhood President: Paul Tanenbaum 

Sisterhood President: Jorgie Winsberg 

 

Staff 

Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld 

 rabbirosenfeld@congregationalbert.org 

Cantor Barbara Finn 

 cantor@congregationalbert.org 

Administrator – Joell Ackerman 

 joell@congregationalbert.org 

Education Director – Rachel White Sternheim M.A.Ed. 

 rachel@congregationalbert.org 

ECC Director – Dale Cooperman M.A., Ed.Spec. 

 ecc@congregationalbert.org 

Bookkeeper – Renee Nieto 

 bookkeeper@congregationalbert.org 

Administrative Assistant Clergy/Education –Lisa Giering 

 lisag@congregationalbert.org 

Administrative Assistant – Rhi 

 rhi@congregationalbert.org 



Shalom. 

April is a time of joy and happiness for most people. Spring is here, trees and flowers are 

blooming, and birds are all atwitter. But for those with depression, loneliness and even PTSD, 

spring can be a very tough time. When I was dealing with these issues, spring and April 

represented a time where everyone else was happy and I was being left behind.  

 

For me this time of year was when thoughts of suicide would be regularly in my mind. It was 

so clear to me that the world and my family would be better off without me. Perhaps this all 

related to the fact that my time as a hostage began in early spring. I don’t know. I just know 

how it felt. While it has been 22 years since I finally got the help I needed, I still remember 

vividly how it felt, how my emotions and thoughts would spiral down, how it all seemed so logical to me. 

 

In my life, I’ve had several friends and clients commit suicide. For me, this is the time of year when I think of 

them, remember them and their lives, and look for ways to honor them. I support suicide prevention organizations 

in multiple states. And I try to reach out to those that may just need to be invited in. 

 

I know this is a time of the coronavirus Covid-19. But it is also the time of Pesach. Fear should not rule our lives or 

drive our decisions. Look around you, find the people who are lonely, depressed, or otherwise left behind and invite 

them into your seder. It is a mitzvah to invite the stranger and you just might save a life for another day. This is the 

greatest mitzvah of all.  

 

You’ve heard numerous things about Covid-19 and, during March, we’ve followed the Governor’s guidance and 

cancelled our large gatherings. This is not driven by fear, but by prudence.  

 

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we’ll also be postponing the April 19th meeting. The closure of the 

courts resulted in the postponement of our hearing. As a result, we are unable to share anything on our case or what 

we’ve learned as, if leaked, that information could negatively impact our hearing and our ability to recover assets. 

Similarly, the need to work remotely has further slowed the final component of the forensic accounting 

investigation – the review of our policies, practices and controls. While I expect the results soon, they may not 

arrive before the scheduled April 19th meeting. As a result, there is little I can report that hasn’t already been 

covered in my letters during March. We will reschedule this meeting as soon as it is permissible and safe. 

 

In my short nine months as President, we’ve had many different issues. The biggest of these have been the 

embezzlement and fraud, dues payment issues, and now Covid-19. As a community we can pull through all of these 

and many more that are sure to be out there facing us. But the key is that we must do this together. No one person 

can do it all, provide the donation that will save the day, or the assistance that will save lives. But each of us can do 

something and, together as a community, we can do it all and much more. 

 

I wish you a very happy Pesach. I hope you’ll invite that stranger in and, hopefully, save a life. Saving even one life 

is like saving the entire world. 

 

Hag Sameach and Shalom. 

Dale Atkinson 

Board President Dale Atkinson 



Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am writing this article in mid-March. By the time you read it, our 

National and State response to the pandemic may have changed. But no 

matter, the Jewish principles will remain the same: 

1. Life and health take precedence over all other obligations except, 

murder, idolatry and sexual crimes. In this time of pandemic, we all 

much do what we can to not contract or spread the virus. You may 

still contract COVID-19, but as long as you did your best, you have fulfilled your 

obligation. 

2. Visiting the sick. Obviously, we cannot make face to face visits. However, being “stuck” 

at home gives us the opportunity to touch base with friends, family and community 

members. Whether by text, email, snapchat, instagram, facebook or, yes, even by phone, 

reaching out to others is not only incumbent upon us, but, is a kindness that will be 

remembered for years. We are working on ways to help you our members connect with 

each other more regularly and more easily. 

3. Pesach - Passover. WE are sad we had to cancel both Bubbe’s Kitchen and the 

Community Seder. Many of you have written and called to ask about your personal 

Seders. Here the choice is yours. Ask the question: Is it safe for me to have people over 

for a long meal? You are the only one who can answer that question. In the coming 

weeks, Cantor Finn and I will be sending out information about how to do a smaller 

seder and what has been called Pesach Sheini - a second Passover. Watch your mail for 

both. 

4. Study and self-improvement. By the time you are reading this column, we will have 

posted on our website and sent out resources you can turn to for Jewish study, including 

our own live-streamed classes. Even I know there is only so much TV one can watch or 

internet to surf. read a book, take an online class, take a walk. Use this gift of “down” 

time to improve yourself mentally and physically. 

 

We have the opportunity to find new ways to enhance our own lives and the 

lives of others. It is the silver lining of this terrible pandemic. 

 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld 



Administrator Joell Ackerman 

Maya Angelou once said, “We may encounter many defeats but we must not be 

defeated.”  That rings very true to me lately.  As staff learn and grow, we 

inevitably make mistakes in the process.  We are determined to be better and do 

better.  I’m very proud to work with this dedicated group of people as we strive 

to make every congregant’s experience at Congregation Albert the best it can 

be. 

 

With many congregants self-quarantining, we thank you for being proactive with it all, but we 

do really miss seeing you around.  Be safe and healthy. 

 

As always, I am honored to be the Administrator of Congregation Albert. 

Joell Ackerman 

Sisterhood 

The Sisterhood news is all good! Our volunteers have baked 220 dozen Hamantaschen, and 

we project this year’s sale to be another successful fundraising event in support of our 

congregation. As a mater of fact, Sisterhood has donated $14,500 to different programs 

including the ECC, Camp Oranim, the Religious School, Youth Programs and a sizable 

contribution to the Temple Operating Fund.  

 

Thank you in advance to everyone who wants to contribute to, and volunteer for, our annual 

Jewelry Sale. Unfortunately, due to the State mandated closure of business and the need for us 

to protect our health we will be rescheduling the Jewelry Sale for later in the year. 

 

We are always looking for new volunteers. You don’t have to be a member of Sisterhood. Do a 

mitzvah, work with others and meet new friends. Please feel free to contact me at 

505.410.3300 or casisterhoodevents@gmail.com.  

 

I personally was to thank the volunteers who work very hard to meet our goals and all those 

that either donate items and/or shop at our sales.  
 

Sincerely,  

Jorgie Winsberg, President  



Membership committee 

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN PLAN EVENTS 

 

I’ve reported here that one of the highest priorities for the Membership Committee was to 

encourage families with young children to become more involved at Congregation Albert. A 

major first step was taken when the new Family Committee took action to plan a variety of 

activities specifically for these families. This includes a Havdalah service in a member’s home, 

a visit to a Museum and going together to an Isotope Game. Hopefully these  activities may be 

planned over the summer.   

 

Led by Yale Silverman who chairs this Committee, members quickly volunteered to plan each 

of these activities, while others will set up a communication system to all families with 

children through Bar/Bat Mitzvah age. They will be meeting with the Education staff on line to 

plan Services that will meet the needs of these families. They are now looking to expand the 

Committee to include parents with older children, so if you want to get involved, contact the 

Congregation’s office. 

 

The Membership Committee’s next challenge is to create a SHALOM CORPS, which will 

greet people as the come into Congregation Albert and reach out to guests and new members. 

Of course, we know this cannot take place until we are permitted to return to the building - we 

can still “plan.”  We realize that almost everyone comes to the Congregation to meet people, to 

be part of a Community, and this will now be our top priority. We will be recruiting a dozen 

friendly members who will enhance our greeting program and reach out to new members and 

guests to make them feel welcome. We want to be known as the friendliest institution in the 

If you know of anyone who is ill, please let us know by 

calling the office at (505) 883-1818 so we can reach out 

with cards and phone calls.  We will resume delivery of 

soup and challah when it is safe. 

Caring Committee 



Budget committee 

A Message from the Budget Committee 

The Budget Committee has been meeting to review income sources and expenses.  In the past, total 

income the previous two fiscal years, (2017 to 2018 and 2018 to 2019) have been $1,045k and $1,101k, 

respectively.  Expenses have been matching. This year expenses overran revenue and it appears to be the 

case for the new budget year.  

 

Our revenues and expenses are divided into two major categories: Operating and Education.  Major 

expenses in both categories consist of salary, for which there is not a lot of discretion, if the same level 

of service is provided.  Expenses are diligently reviewed and pared where possible.   

 

Our total Education revenues in 2019 fye were $301k or 27% of our total revenue of $1,101k.  Our 

total Education expenses were $276k or 25% of our total expenses. 

 

Operating revenues in 2019 fye were $800k or 73% of our total revenue of $1,101k. 

 

Operating expenses in 2019 fye were $832k or 75% of our total expenses.  So the surplus from 

education covered the deficit from operations. 

 

In that same year, dues were $628k or 57 % of total revenue.  Additional revenue comes from “fee 

for service”, contributions and endowment. 

 

As always, the best solution is to increase revenue. Hence the need to improve Dues collections and to 

create extra fund raising events to boost revenue.   

 

Consequently, more revenue is needed to bridge the gap and to provide the level of service that has 

been traditional at Congregation Albert. 





I am writing this Ma Yesh on March 15, 2020 when the world is feeling a sense of uncertainty, 

concern and anxiety because of the Coronavirus that has impacted us globally. 

So I ask myself- Will Congregation Albert remain closed as a way to keep this virus from 

possibly infecting our congregants? Does this mean that I call off the already planned April 17 

Oneg Shabbat following the service? This is our daughter Michelle’s Yurzeit. The projected 

plan was to conclude the service by going into the Michelle Goffe Memorial Garden to honor 

Michelle’s life, to enjoy the beauty and life of this perpetual garden and recognize 

organizations and individual who have been involved in its creation and its continuation.  Will 

this happen? 

I submitted my first My Yesh article in 1995, one year after Michelle was tragically murdered.  

Seldom do I find a project that drives me with enough passion to continue all these 26 years. 

The love for your child(ren)  is  everlasting,  all parents feel this. Seeing the gardens positive 

life giving growth excites and motivates me. You too drive my momentum. When a congregant 

shares the recent death of a family member requesting that a rose be planted in this relative’s 

memory. When a group of University of New Mexico students are lifting and spreading heavy 

bags of mulch, yet feel a sense of pride from this community action. When congregants walk 

through the garden and bend over to smell a rose in bloom. All these actions motivate me.    

I am soon to move to the Boise, ID area- either permanently or temporarily- but because of 

Congregants: Doug and Marti Johns, Susie Citrin, and Ron Bronitsky and many dead-headers- 

all feel this garden is in good hands. This I am certain about……If Congregation Albert will 

have services on April 17, 2020, is an uncertainty. 

Sylvia Goffe 

Michelle goffe Memorial garden 



Congregation Albert Green Team News 

 

Green Team’s reusable fruit and vegie bags went like hotcakes on February 14, 2020 after the 

Tu b’Shvat Shabbat service and oneg. Over 100 were given away and the Team plans to order 

more soon. 

During the Reduce-Reuse-Recycle program during the oneg, congregants offered suggestions 

for improving our practices at Congregation Albert.  We discussed them with Temple 

administrator Joell and did a little research to determine where to start. 

Send fewer mailings 

Print most papers double-sided  

The office has not reduced mailings this year because they want to make sure that 

communication is good and that all congregants receive information. 

They already print most papers double-sided and recycle all discarded office papers. 

Ban plastic balloons at synagogue events 

This seems like a good idea since we want to reduce our use of plastic. 

Use paper plates instead of using water to wash dishes 

Most articles written about this subject indicate that it is more environmentally sound to wash 

a dish that is used many times than use paper plates. Most paper plates are coated with plastic 

and cannot be composted.  Once they have had food on them, they cannot be recycled.  Water 

is used in the production of paper plates.  Paper plates are useful for outdoor events where 

there is no water source for washing.  

Buy biodegradable utensils and compost them after use 

Congregation Albert did that about 2 years ago. We can research how much they cost and 

where to purchase them. 

Recycle grey water from kitchen sink into gardens 

Waste water from kitchen sinks is considered black water because it can harbor bacteria.  This 

will need some researching and may be too complex to accomplish in an institutional kitchen.  

We will be contacting the Water Authority about this idea. 

Clearly mark and conveniently locate recycle receptacles 

The Green Team will be researching receptacles.  If you would like to help, please call Paula 

Donahue at 266-3954. 

 

 

 

Green team 



Kaddish list 

March 29th to April 4th 

4 Nisan to 10 Nisan 

Hyman Joseph Barsky         
Leonard Berman              
Herman Bluestone            
Goldie DuBow                
Hazzan John Fingard         
Nathan Jay Friedman         
Henry Ginsburg              
Gabriel Henry Gronich      
Katherine Hoffman           
Diana Kesselman             
Vida Kregstein              
Maryfrances Lignana         
Helen Lucille Luderman      
Frances Mandall             
Carmella Marchesi           
Ord Matek                   
Julius Mechanic             
Sherry Nagel                
Hortense Provus             
Hila Rodriguez              
Romeo Rodriguez             
Paula Rose                  
Mark Rosenberg              
Sylvia Rosenstein           
Dr. Randolph "Randy" 
Seligman  
Michelle Siegal             
Eloise Sutin                
Lily Tannen                 
Louis Weinstein             
Eileen Mildred Weiss        
David Werde                 
Harvey Willner              
Meyer Zoll   
 

April 5th to April 11th 

11 Nisan to 17 Nisan 

Irving Bauling  
Marilyn Bell                
Dorothy Borden              
Julia Chasnoff              
Edwin Donahue               
Eddie Einhorn               
Walter Ettlinger            

Edward I Feil               
Michelle Eve Goffe          
Bobbie Goldberg             
Joan Goldberg 
Lawrence Edwin Hooks        
Kenneth M. Kamerman         
Bernard Komisar             
Leonard L. Leopold          
Arnold Levick              
Doris Lewinson              
Maryellen Lifson            
Aaron Jay Linnell   
Winifred Marcus             
Matthew Mizell Sr.          
Annette Newman              
Lucille Okoshkin            
Melinda Potcher           
Eleen Jacobs Revo           
David Hillel Rosenstein     
Samuel O. Shore             
William Alan Silvers        
Phil Stellar  
Nessim Varon                
Max Ludwig Weissmann        
Emma Wides          
 

April 12th to April 18th 

18 Nisan to 24 Nisan 

A Myer "Mike" Beresh 
Fred Berss 
Norman Bleicher 
Jacob Bronitsky 
Max Caplan 
Joseph Michael Chavez 
Marnie Collister 
Joseph Dickman 
Isadore Einhorn 
Mel Einhorn 
Philip Fox 
Annette Giudice 
Grace Gladfelter 
Roland Greenwald 
Jackie Gross 
Rudolf Hofheimer 
Esther Horn 
Seferina "Fina" Jaramillo 
Bouazza Ben Khiti 

Allen Lazar 
Seymore Maisel 
Irving Malott 
Michael Mann 
Connie Cecile Martin 
Edna McColl 
Helen Miller 
Sylvia Miller Nathanson 
Maurice Reuler 
Dina Rom 
Maurice Ros 
Jane Schamban 
Kendra Lee Schuster 
Tresa Sellers 
Dorothy Virginia Shaw 
Frances Stellar 
Roselyn "Roz" Strohl 
Anna Sutin 
Robert Waetzig 
Byron Weiller 
Jessie Witkoff 
Nathan Wortzman 
 

April 19th to April 25th 

25 Nisan to 2 Iyar 

Alexander Simpson Beal 
Jesse Bronitsky 
Hyman Danoff 
Scott Dickman 
John Duhigg 
Leon Edelstein 
Ira Fennicks 
Eleanor Gillespie 
Sherwin Glazer 
Sol Glazer 
Freda Goldberg 
Foster Hall, Sr. 
Ralph S. Hayden 
Anne Jaffe 
Glenna Delle Kimzey 
Mary Kleiner 
Kay Krawll 
Dana Gayle Atkinson 
Vaughn Lane 
Jeffrey Lev 
Louise Makrauer 
Bertha Mehlman 

Wolf Messer 
Joseph Moise 
Marion Newman 
Sara Pokress 
Michael Sanderson 
Elizabeth Schmerling 
Anna Segel 
David Shank 
Armin Skadron 
William Waldstein 
Edith Wollen 
Irving Wunder 
 

April 26th to April 30th 

2 Iyar to 6 Iyar 

Douglas Gridley 
Brookins 
Albert Clarfield 
Sam J. Danoff 
Herman Decktor 
Annabel Engle 
William Earl Folkner 
Morris Friedman 
Mina K. Heyman 
Lillian Jean Kimzey 
Edward Miller 
Billie Powers 
Annette Padway Preston 
Louis Schultz 
Ezra Secunda 
Jacques Silvers 
Morris Varon 
Frances Vehar 
Lev Aryeh Weinstock 



Tributes, Yahrzeits, and Donations 

Yahrzeits  

Michael Potok  

In Memory Of Abe Pokress   

Richard Pokress & Suzan Borecki  

In Memory Of Albert Mahrer  

Myra Bleicher-Ross & Alvin Ross  

In Memory Of Arline Krimsky  

Steven Yabek & Ellen Goldstein  

In Memory Of Beatrice Nemes  

Lewis Nemes  

In Memory Of Cindi's Mother  

Andrew & Cindi Weston  

In Memory Of Grace Werbner  

William & Ona Albert  

In Memory Of His Father 

Andrew & Cindi Weston  

In Memory Of Ida Kirkel  

Marjorie Kirkel  

In Memory Of Irving Winter  

Rachel & Harvey Sternheim  

In Memory Of Louis Fromm   

Michelle Fromm-Lewis & Chuck 
Lewis  

In Memory Of Louis Gins 

Cliff & Nancy Blaugrund  

In Memory Of Richard Mcgoey 

Anne Doerfert Mcgoey  

In Memory Of Robert White  

Rachel & Harvey Sternheim  

In Memory Of Ruth Granat  

Norma Libman  

In Memory Of Samuel Schwartz  

Melvin & Paula Schwartz  

In Memory Of Steve Schiff  

 

Marcia Schiff  

In Memory Of Sylvia Friedland  

Susanne Friedland  

In Memory Of Velma Andrews 

Paula S. Donahue  

In Memory Of Warren Kaplan 

Michelle Fromm-Lewis & Chuck 
Lewis  

In Memory Of Bradley Moise  

Sharon Moise O'Connor  

In Memory Of Estelle Chapman  

Marilyn Sweet  

In Memory Of Jean Welter  

Alison Hull  

In Memory Of Maurice Stanley 
Rosenberg  

Barbara Bensonhaver  

In Memory Of Morris Granat  

Norma Libman  

In Memory Of Rose Lewis  

Marcia Schiff  

 

Donations 

Kern-Hayon Caring Committee 

David & Cheri Wheelock 

Archives Fund 

Ellen and Patrick Abel 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

Thank you Cantor Finn for service 

for mom 

Jamie Paul 

In honor of Cantor Finn 

Melvyn & Judith Bishow 

 

Interfaith General Fund 

(Family Promise) 

Elizabeth Kistin-Keller & Tim 

Keller 

David & Cheri Wheelock 

Thank you Jay Rosenblum for your 

help and for your many years of 

making a caring and wonderful 

work environment for my husband. 

Anne Doerfert McGoey 

Music General Fund 

In memory of Lydia Horowitz 

Joel Martin 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Maria Beth Edelstein 

Ellen Diamond 

In memory of Stan Helton 

Ellen Diamond 

In memory of Morris & Milton 

Ettinger 

Harry Ettinger 

School General Fund 

Sue Phelps 

In memory of Maria Beth Edelstein 

Marilyn Lafer 

Prayerbook & Torah General 

Fund 

Speedy recovery Roberta Lipman 

Marilyn Lafer 




